
Deposed'Agent of Rebels Is Held
for Mexican Authori¬

ties.

NOW IN JAIL AT JUAREZ

On Bended Knee.- He Begs for
Life When About to Be

Executed.

HI Paso. Tex., .(um- ;> .-Gonzales Kn-rib-, the deposed llnancliil ngcnl of therevolutionists of Mexico, fleeing fromthe rebels who tried to hill him, was
arrested early to-day by C. II. Web-¦tor, a Texas rangur, as Bnrlle* cross-.d tho International Bridge from.Juarez. To-night Bnrlle, once right-hand man of General Oroz,-o, author »'
a caustic antl-Atnerican proclamationand ichlcf promoter of thi ^resent rev*oliillon. Is a prisoner of the UnitedStates authorities. His arrest was or-1df-ved hy the Mexic an Federal govern-ment, which charges Enrllo with cm-1bcxzlement of funds while consul un-,der President Diaz at Clifton, Ar'z.,:eighteen months ago. His extradition,
on this charge Iwould pi.ire him at tho
mercy of the Mexican government for]his political acts. Knrlle handled thefunds of the revolution for threemonths and admittedly made manyenemies, finally being repudiated byGeneral OrozeO.
Weak from two knife wounds and

a b'illol hole In his shoulder, suHtaln-«¦i n an encounter with two unknown!
assassins In the city of Chihuahua)three weeks ago. Knrlle doubted thoIntentions of his physicians andsoughl medical treatment in tho UnitedStates, lie applied to Marlon Letcher,Itri- .\m«'i'ran consul in Chihuahua, forisafe condlict to the United State:.but the latter declared the matter]Outside nil lurlsdlrt ion. After a tri*
gram hHd been sent announcing hisldeath early yesterday, the mess;ure(b< Ing Intended to foil bis Juarez e*n,!es. rcnfiie was placed secrctlylaboard a train In Chihtiahua, arrivingIn Juarez last nicht. He would havescaped the rrbrl offirlnl* there, hut]for the watchfulness of Captain Carlos|Gonzales, chief: Immigration officer inJuarez. Gonzales arrested Knrile, tak¬ing him before Colonel Jos. orozco,head or the garrison, who. notwith-!standing the safe conduct order issuedby his cousin, General l*as<ml Orozco,Die rebel chief, made preparation!to oxecuts Knrlle.
On bended knees, the fugitive beg.r.'d for life, beseeching Colonel im--

. ual Orozco. Sr., father ..f the m'l'tarvleader, to get in telegraphic communl-|cation wish his ^011 ;u Chihuahua The«.'.der Orosco did so. and finally re-,leased Knrlle. Rarly to-day Gdnsalcs,who had blocked Enrlle'i escape, was;found dead In n n in.it with a bullet]rhrouph his brain. The death of Gon-jy.iles. who wan a < lassmate at Buck-«ni College of Christy Mnthewson, launexplained. The general Impressionl- that friends Of Knrile caused hisrteaih. fearing that Gonzales mightk'll Knrlle despite instructions from]rebel headquarters.
Knrlle wdll br held without bail!pending the arrival Of extradition pa¬pers from Mexico, When he will j.rgiven a heating before a United States]commissioner.

HAID AT OCEAN VIEW.
Twenty-flu E#irrt-W of Heer found and

.11 mil 11 iic Device ^clieiL
(Special to Tin Times-Dispatch ]Norfolk, Va., June 3.County Con¬stable A. J. Uackuja and n numberof deputlci made a raid on allegedliquor and gambl ng joints at OceanView this afternoon. Twenty-six b.»r-rMs of beer were found In two placesand a candy paddle concessions devicestrument and the operator was arrest-strument and the operator wor arrest¬ed. No arrests u . »,-. made in theplace« where the beer was seized.<"hief Backus -aid he tra« deter-tilted to break up gambling and vio¬lations of the liquor laws at QaOanVleWi and won??! vmorouslv prosecutethe cases. .Tustlce iTirmin.- will hearthe cases next Wednesday.

rifiily v .nin.i In Itlver.
rSpeclal to-The Tlrres-DlsjiQtcri.lNorfolk. Va.. .nine 9..The body of»n unknown negro mnn wns found inthe Elisabeth River to-day off theks of the Chetapeake and i>iu..Railway. i

SWAT THE FLY
Daisy Fly Killer. Best on earth.F't sale at all good stores. 15c.

Wood's Seeds.

Soja Beans.
The largest-yielding and

best of summer forage crops,
also makes a splendid soil im¬
prover.lower in price than
Cow Peas this season.

Wood's Crop Special givesfull information about this
valuable crop and also about
all Seasonable Seeds:
German Millet, Sorghums,
Cow Peas, Buckwheat,
Ensilage Seed Corns,

Late Seed Potatoes, etc.
Write for Wood's Crop

Special giving prices and in¬
teresting information. Mailed
free on request.
T. W. WOOD & SONS,
SEEDSMEN, - Richmond, Va.

LEATHER COODS
ROUNTREES

fj;v-703
E BROAD ST.¦IK

The Hamilton Watch
lias many edvantages, not only over for¬
eign, but American watches.

Cost only $15.00 and up.

Smith & Webster
Time Specialists. <12 E. Main.

WEST POINT
Enjoys the Same
Shipping Rates as

ROBBED AND BEATEN,
THROWN INTO STREET

Norfolk Girl Falls Into Hands of Thieves When
She Goes to Philadelphia for Visit

to Her bister.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch. 1

Philadelphia. June 9..The story of
an innocent g*rl, unacquainted withthe ways of the world, who came to
this city from Norfolk. Vu.. to visit
her Ulster und wits met at the Broad
Street station by an alleged woman
crook, Inveigled to a room, beaten'nlo
insensibility with u. cimlr, robbed of
her savings and thrown Into tho
street, was unraveled to-day before
Magistrate Belcher. Annie Wilson,
twenty-four years old, of 711 Wood
Street, and fharle:- lilrch were each
held In JSOO bail on charges of assuull
and bntt«ry and robbery
The «Irl Is Mary RoAer, n'neteen

years old. a pretty brunette. Accord¬
ing to he» story, for more than six
months she had been saving h«r
money so she could come to Philadel¬
phia to visit a married sister at
Twelfth and fiumner Streets. Her
mother, she said, before she left bet
home in Norfolk, cautioned her to he
careful about making acquaintances
with Strangers, f?ut when she landed
at the Broad Street station her sus-
plclons and doubts were swept away
when a nicely dregsed womäti ruiiV-d
up to h'-r and said In a gushing voice:
"Why. my denr child, what are von
doing here, and how are your father
and mother?"
Mary was astonished, because she

could not recollect ever having seen
the woman before.
But before" she had been talking with

h«r live ^ninutes fhc became convinc¬
ed that she had Indeed met an old
friend of her mother, and she con¬
gratulated herself upon her good for¬
tune In running across her on the
minute of her arrival in a big and
strange city.
The woman, she says, seemed to

brow her whole family, in -ludlne her

sifters, and naked her a lot o'f ques¬tions about her old homo in >'ortolk.
"Now,-1 said the woman, "before I

conduct you to your sister's, we must
tlrat go to my apartments, where you
can freshen up a bit after your jour-1
ney."
AI first Mary demurred. because

she thought ahe should go at once to
her sister's home, but the, new-found
iriend seemed so grieved at her re-jluctance to accept her hospitality that
she boarded a jjtrett car with her and
went with her to Wood Street.
Seated In the woman's apartments

was a man who looked up slgnlA-l
eantly when tJie girl entered w'th her
companion. The woman and the man
then conversed In low tones, after
which. It la alleged, the woman said
to Mary: "Utile girl, how much money-
have you; s'ou know there are lots of
bad people In this city, and 1 think
it would be better If you gave your
money to my keeping until we reached
your Bister's."
Mary drew back suplclously. Rh»

did not like the looks of the man. ond
began to be frightened.

"I enn keep my money all right."
she replied, "and I guess I had b»tter
go to my sister's."
Then, she says, the attitude of the

woman changed like a flash, and she]leaped at the girl ami grabbed her
by the throat.
Mary toiight hard, but the woman

Clung to htfr while the man beat her!with a chair until she became Uncon¬
scious. Patrolman Fox sow the body;
of a girl thrown down the steps of
the Wood Street house. He placed the
Wilson woman and Birch under ar-
rest. Mary "was taken to the Hahne-;
mann Hospital. She wa« sufficiently
recovered this morning to testifv. The
amount of money lost was small

SILENTCONIEMPT
FORTH1ROTERMER

(Continued From First Page.)
unseat Roosevelt delegates from Cali¬
fornia, Washington, Missouri and
South Dakota. In California and
S,,uth Dakota Colonel Roosevelt re-
celved overwhelming majorities in the
preferential primaries.
"In Missouri and Washington Col¬

onel Roosevelt had majorities of from
Ö00 to 100 in the state conventions."
Secretary of the Treasury MaoVr-agh

arrived from Washington to-day and
met » number of the Taft leaders.
Secretary of Commerce and Labor
Charles Negal, former national eom-
inltteeman from Missouri, also arrived.
Secretary Nägel met Otto F. Etelfel. of
St. I.ouls. and other MfcrBourl Taft
men .lames A. Fowler, of Knoxvllle,|Tsnn., assistant to Attorney-General|Wlckorsham, visited the Taft head-
quartera, accompanied by Congressman
Samuel R. Sells. Of Tennessee. II. O.
True, of Tcninr*see. was another ar¬
rival, i

A large number of Taft delegates
from Louisiana and Kentucky to-
;:lgh: opened individual State head¬
quarters at hotels.

win Rename Work To-ney.
Chicago, June f»..Th<- Republican

National Committwo will resume to¬
morrow morning its consideration of
the large tiumV.-r of conti *it» tor places
on the temporary roll of th-> Repub¬
lican National Conv-mion. which in to
convert; m the Coliseum at noon Tues¬
day of next week, l.'pon .thii j-.-sr.lts
r.f its deliberations depends to a great
excent the control of the convention,
and t% nvforc ihii nominations which
it will make for the offices of Presi-
dsht and Vtce-TYestdent of th» Unkted
States, to say nothing of the lessor
matters of the organisation of cla-
conventlon 3:id the te.\t of the plat¬
form.
The contests in Alabama, Arkansas.

Florida and Georgia, which were do-
ided last week, added a total of

seventy-twj delegates t.. the strength
credited lo Taft. Whether It foretold
.1 ".-team roller" policy of "giving the
whole business to Taft." as the Roose¬
velt adherents now claim, or whether
the contests still to he decided will
give some to Täfl nr..) some to Roose¬
velt Is a matter of much speculation
und bitter Interchange between the.
leaders, it seemed likely to-night that
the Indiana cases involving twelve
delegates.four at larg" and two each
in the First. Third. Fourth and Thir-
te< nth Congressional Districts.would
be tust t.iketi up when the committee
meets at 10 A. M. but the cases from
Arizona (six delegates-at-large) and
from the Kourth District of California
ttwo delegates), which were postpon-
< d. may be considered before Indiana.

Of \ltal Importance.
The vital Importance of the decis¬

ions of tlie national committee on the
outest.- is apparent to any one study¬
ing th.. lists of delegations. Such study
Incidentally disclosed the great weight
which may attncli to the twenty-Six
deb ;rates from Wisconsin and ten from
North Dakota. Instructed for i.a Fol-
lettc, nnd the ten from Iowa, instruct¬
ed for Cummins, There Is no rcconcll-
!ng the conflicting claims or the Taft
and Roosevelt managers regarding the
respective strength of their following;
«ach is figuring into his tables dele*
gallons emphatically claimed by the

'other on the Strength or convention In-
dorsemcnts. alleg,d pledges aim other
more or less substantial grounds.

Reasonably dependable, however,
evem the figures: collected by the As¬
sociated I'ress. from which van be de¬
rived what may be described as the
"bare bones" of the situation. These
iigiires, which lire unoftlclal and by no
li ana guaranteed, are as follows:
Whole number of delegates, 1.07S.
Necoraary for nomination. .".(».
instructed for Roosevelt and uncon-

tested. 411.
Instructed for Taft and unconlested,

-»!.
Instructed for I.a B'ollette (no con¬

tests). 3G.
Instructed for Cummins (no con¬

tests!. 10.
Uninstructed (including New York'fi

SO). 106.
Contested. 254.
Of the 2.'«4 contested, the national

committee lias thus far given Tnft 72.
How Figuren Analyze.

These figures analyze ««< follows:
Instructed for Roosevelt and un-

contested: California. 24- Illinois. SO:
Indtna, 10; Kansas. IS, Kentucky.. 1;
Maryland. 16; Massachusetts, IS;
Michigan. 10: Minnesota, 24; Missouri,
12: Nebraska. 16; New Jersey, 28;
North Carolina. 16; Ohio, 34: Okla¬
homa, 16: Oregon. 10; Pennsylvania,
67; South Dokotn, 10; Tennessee, 1;
Texas, 6; Vermont. 2; West Virginia.
16.total. 411.
o Instructed for Taft and conacstert
(not Including the seventy-two givenhim last week by the national com¬
mittee's decisions upon contests') i
Alabama, fi; Colorado, i->; Connecticut.
10; Illinois, 2; Tndlanu. ft; Iowa. 16;
Kaunas, 2; Kentucky, 7; Massachusetts,
A*. Michigan. 12: aUvMeslDPL 2: .Mil-

sourl, 2. Nevada, 6; New Hampshire. 8;
Ohio. 11. Oklahoma. 2. Pennsylvania.
9; Rhode Island, 1«: South Carolina,
1", Tennessee. 16; t'tah. %; Vermont.,
2; Vircinla. A: Wyoming, fi, Hawaii,,
6; Philippines. 2, Porto Rico. 2.Total!
201.

Instructed for I>a Pollette '.no con-
tests).North Dakota. 10: Wisconsin.!
26. Total, 36.

Instructed for Cummins (no contests)
Iowa, 10.
Unlnstrui ted and uucontcsted.Ar¬

kansas, 2; Connectieut, <; Delaware. 6:Idaho, S. Indiana. 2; Maine. 1-: Mich¬
igan, 2; Missouri. S: Montana, S, New
Mexico, i: New York. &0; North Cäro-jlinu. 2; South Carolina. 6; T<-.\as, 4:
Vermont. I. Total. 106.
Contested b>" either Roosevelt or

Taft: Alibama. 15: Arizona, t,: Arkan¬
sas, 16; California. 2: Florida. 12;
Georgia, 2i; Indiana, 12. Kentucky.'
IS; Doutslana. 20; Michigan, 6. Mis-'Islsslppl, is. Missouri. 11; North Caro-j[linn, 6. Oklahoma. 2: South Carolina.

I-'; Tennessee. S; Texas. 30; Virginia,20: Washington. 11; Alaska, 2; Dis¬
trict of Columbia, 2.Total. 251.
Of these contests the nat'onal com-'

mlttee Fr'day and yesterday decided
in TafCu favor all of those from Ala-
hama, Arkansas. Florida and Georgia,Total. 72.
Out of these figures may be made

combinations to suit almost any po-';litieal taste. It all depends on how
the national committee decides thej contests who gets the unlnstructlon
delegate!*, and.most important of all
.whether the delegates no»v listed op..»

; way or the other "stay pat.'"

Killed nt I!.mil C rosslnc.
Watertown. N. Y.. .tune 9.. K. K.

Zimnier, a farmer of Evans Mills, and
his wife and their dauRhter, Ruth,
were killed and another daughter was
badly Injured when the surrey In
which they were driving to church
f-ilav was struck by a train at a
railroad crossing.

A LOCAL PAINTER
GIVES ENDORSEMENT

Is One of Many Who Have Been
Recipients of Numerous

Benefits.

"I had been very much run down and
extremely nervous for sonic time, due to
indigestion of a severe type." said Mr.!
Abram Hetzler, a well-known sign painterresiding on North Avenue. "I have used
two bottles of 'Tona Vita.' and now con-sidcr myself cured. I have gained greatlyin weight since 1 commenced taking 'TonaVitä.' I indorse it cnthusically."
Thousands in Richmond arc afflicted

with the same trouble in a more or less
aggravated form, say the specialists who
are here introducing "Tona Vita."
"The strain of modern city life," said

one of these specialists yesterday, "causes
irregularities with regard to sleeping and
eating, and produces a most miserable1
condition of the body, which is known
to us as nervous debility, a modern
plague whose chief symptoms arc imper¬fect digestion, bowel trouble, nervousness,j depression of spirits, little vitality, head¬
aches, hackaches, sluggish mind and poor
memory, dull pains in back, poor circula¬
tion, cold feet, susceptibility to colds, and
roughs, dizzy spells, spots before the
eyes, uneasy sleep and poor appetite.

" 'Tona Vita,' " continued he. "will re¬
move this condition, affording the rightfood material for a complete rejuvenationof all organs and th.'ir restoration to a
healthy, normal condition."

While wc arc meeting callers each day,and hundreds of debilitated people arc
regaining their health through our medi¬
cine, there arc thousands more whom wr
want to roach before wc leave. If all the
men and women who arc struggling along
depressed in mind and body by nervousdebility, unable to get. any real enjoy¬
ment out of living, would only take the
trouble and time to come in and talk to us,
we would bring a tremendous amount of
happiness to the residents of this city.There is little real pleasure in life for an
individual who feels continually worn out.
Positively the very first dose of our tonic,
benefits a man or woman in this condi¬
tion.
The "Tona Vita" specialists arc ex¬

plaining the nature of their remarkable! remedy at the Polk Miller Drug Company,No..834 East Main Stteet, and are meetingthe public from 9 A. M. to 8 P. M.

Children Ory
FOR FLETCHER'S

CASTO R I A
SWAT THE FLY

Daisy Fly KjllnT, Best nn earth.

Advance Guard Already on Dem¬
ocratic National Battlc-

gTOUnd.

COMMITTEE OVERWHELMED

!t lias 200,000 Requests for.
Tickets, and Only 10,000

to Distribute.
-

Baltimore, Md., Junij ?..'Bait.-,more,
awaits tho coming of the 1.090 dole-
K3I/-S to .th;-- Penrtoi-r.it Keitional Con¬
vention, the preparations] for which
praottoally have btT. corrvpTl.acd. Al-
p?adv t'hc advance guard of ihoomeins
for candidates for th presidential
nomination have pitched their camps
on the battleground, and an laying
t'nc llna.1 plans of ««ur.palfm.

Ureiy Wood-son, secretary of the na¬
tional com mattete, will bi unable to
ni*et Chairman Ma/;k here to-morrow,
as plarvncd. Hia telegraphed hetre to¬
re',ifht that his wife was ill in New
Yank, and thart he A'ould unabl> to»
be In Baflthnor-'i for several drays. Mr.
WowJsen, as secretary of the national
committee, has charge of tru- notices
of contests file*! by j.-rt-iln dv-ilegatlons.
Applications for t-e.-its In the conven¬

tion hull are pourltur in from prospec¬
tive visitors from all over the country,
and It was estimated to-night that
nearly 200.000 requests for tickets had
been received. Ap there are about
10,000 tickets to be distributed, the com-
mlttee is having its difficulties in mak¬
ing assignments.

Cnlonr-1 John I. Martin, sergeant-al¬
arms of the Demooratlc National Com¬
mittee, came in to-night from St. Louis
and will open the headquarters of the
national committee /.hen Chairman
Mack arrives. During the week Chair¬
man Mack will consider the .numerous
pplications for positions of doorkeep¬

ers, assistant sergeantS-at-amiS, mes¬
sengers and pages of the convention.
The convention hall stands in readiness
for the gathering of delegates. Noth¬
ing remains to .>.¦ done, and guards
have bei n thrown about the bis arm¬
ory building to prevent vandalism.

Tests of the acoustic properties were
made to-day. and so well have the a.r-
Chitects planned that a speaker onlyslightly raising Ida voice can be plain¬ly heard in every part of the hall.
Owing to disturbances, incident totiie stevedores' strike here, necessitat¬

ing a special detail of police. Marshal
Farnan. of the local police department,probably will call upon other largec ties for special detoctlves to apsisfin watching the convention crowds.

Great Demand for Seats.
New York, June 9..L'rey Woodson.

secretary of the Democratic Nat'onal
Committee, arrived to-day for a con¬
ference to-morrow with Chairman
Norman IS. Mack, at which final ar¬
rangements for the convention at Bal-
t'more will be cons'dered. Their con-
ferencc originally was planned for
Baltimore, but It was necessary lo
change this-, und Mr. Woodson said
to-n»ght that Mr. Mack will be here
to-morrow, and that he 'believes tho
chairman will remain in New York
several days before going to Balti¬
more. The committee Is overwhelmed
with demands for seats.

. The hall only seats 10,0"0. and be-
ing In tho centre of a population of
nearly 15,000,000," said Secretary
.. oodsou, "the demand for admission

[is the greatest in years. We have de-
id<-<i to adopt the split ticket system;
that is we shall issue admission
tickets to the members of the national
committee, which will be exchanged
for eight 'session tickets' so that the
tickets may be distrltyit.-d more wide¬
ly than if they were season tickets."

OBITUARY
"Edmund Keith Taylor.

(Special to The Times-Dispatch. 1Ashland, V« June 9..Edmuud KeithTaylor, forty-five years old. died at2 o'clock this morning after a pro¬tracted Illness at his noine near Han¬
over Courthouse. Mr. Taylor former¬ly was deputy clerk of the SupremeCourt of Virginia, and he held this
position until about one year and a.
half age when falling health
made his. retirement imperative. He
was a nephew of Keith Taylor, whofor many years- was clerk of the Su¬
preme Court. Mr. Taylor Is survivedby his wife and eight children, seven
sons and a daughter.
Funeral services will be held at 5o'clock to-morrow nfternooa In St.Paul's Church at Uanover Courthouse

and interment will be made in thecemetery of that church.
Marcella- A. Tbomns.

[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]Lynchburg, V».. June. 9..MarcellusA. Thomas, who was sixty-six yearsold. died late *ilday at his l\onte hereafter a short Illness, lie was a Con¬federate soldier, serving through the
war and being a fill in ted nt the time
of his death with Gurland-Rodcs Camp.C. V. He has one daughter surviv¬ing, Mrs. Ernest Williams, of Lynch*-bu nr.

Mrs. Tntherlne JS, Drummnnd.
fSpecial to The Times-Dispatch.]Lynchburg, Vn. June 9..Mrs Cath¬erine N. Drummohd, aged eighty-onerears, a native of Nelson county, diedFriday nt the home of her daughter.Mrs. D. S. Hugh's, here after a week'sillness of pneumonia. The burial was'n Nelson county to-day.Mrs. .lennette H. PWnl.
rSp^elal tp The Times-Dlspatch.]Petersburg. Vn.. June" 8..Mrs. Jean¬ette M. Neal. wMow öf Captain JohnC. Neal. of Danville, died In the ho-,

pital here Inst week following nn
operation for Intestinal troubles. Thebody war. carried to Danville, her oldhome, for Interment. Mrs. Neal wasthe sister of Mrs. Thomas D. Neal. ofRichmond.

DEATHS
SHEPHERD.Dl-.I. at tho residence ofher daughter. Mrs. W. J. Scott, 609
South line PtVeot, MARGARET J.widow of Oordon A. Shephord, in
the sixty-fourth year of hor age. She
leaves four children.Chas. E., Gib¬
son O.. Relic and Mrs, W. J. Scott.

Funeral from C?ntcnary Mothodlst
Church TO-DAY at 4 P. M.
Washington papers please copy.

TAYLOR.Pled, at 3 o'clock Sundaymorning, at bis home near HanoverCourthouse. EDMUND KEITH TAY¬
LOR, nged forty-live years.

Funeral services at R o'clook THIS
AFTERNOON at St. Paul's Church,
Hanover Oourthduso, with Interment
in tho cemetery of that ohuroh,

LANE-..fled, HtincThy, 3w\a f), ut B.'30
P, at. nt tho re.lrtenna, of hW daugh¬ter, Mrs, .1. IL Rft-dd, Jr., «109 Eaal
Marshall Street, MJ18, MARTHA J,LANE, in tfle. stcty.first year of her
age. She leaves one daughter, Mr",.f. It Redd, ,Ir. and two sons, L, K,Wetsal, of this cRy, nnA fu Q~A\t>}-

ONE LONG STRING OF
FINANCIAL DISASTERS"

But the Public Was the Greatest Sufferer"
THE RESULT OF COMPETITION IN PUBLIC

SERVICE IN NEWPORT NEWS
A Letter to The Times-Dispatch, Published in Its Issue of Sunday, June

9, From Mr. W. S. Copeland, Formerly for Many Years Editor of
The Times-Dispatch, and Subsequently at Various Times One of the
Editors of The News-Leader and The Richmond Virginian, and Now
Editor and Part Owner of The Newport News Times-Herald.

To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir.As a former citizen uf Richmond, and a continuing tax¬

payer, I have taken note of the discussion which has been going on
in your city for some time past on the subject of competition be¬
tween public service corporations.

I have no disposition to break into the discussion, remember¬
ing as T do the fate of that indiscreet person who undertook to act
as peacemaker in a family fight. But Richmond may find interest
in the experience of Newport News in this sort of competition, and
so 1 venture to publish this chapter in our history.

When Newport News began to be a city the electric railway
was young, but as the city grew and as electricity developed, New¬
port News, Hampton, Phoebus and Old Point and the interveningterritory offered an inviting field for exploitation. And so in the
brief history of the Shipbuilding City there have been many opera¬tions, much competition and one long string of financial disasters.

The first road begun was a land boom affair and a fake. Less
than half a mile of track was laid, and the road was never operated.But there finally arose in Hampton a real railroad builder, and hebuilt a real line of road from Old Point to Newport News. This
was the late J. S. Darling. The company which he organized op¬erated this road without competition, until W. J. Payne, believingthat the lower Peninsula was to sec great development, secured acharter for a. road to run parallel to the Darling lines. Before Mr.Payne began to build, however, negotiations were opened up be¬
tween the two companies, with tlic result that in 1898 Mr. Paynepurchased the Darling lines and the lighting plant in Hampton, andconsolidated them under the name of the Newport News and OldPoint Railway and Electric Company.

The company was well backed financially, and Mr. Payne at
once proceeded to rehabilitate the property. He built a new powerstation at a cost of $500,000, which was regarded as one of the bestplants in the South of that date. He also replaced the light railswith 9-inch 90-pound girder rails, quadrupled the equipment andpaved the streets along which the lines passed at a cost of some¬thing like $200,000. Mr. Payne's company had a good start, andpromised to be a blessing to the community, notwithstanding thatit was pretty well loaded down with bonds and preferred stock. But
a year later its troubles began. A local company secured a fran¬chise for a competing line from Newport News to Od Point. Mr.Payne's company thought it cheaper to buy this company out be¬fore much work had been done, and the sum he paid gave the own¬ers, so I have heard, a profit of $75.000.

But that was not all. In 1901 another local company startedup, a competing electric lighting enterprise. A plant was erectedand the company did business. Complaint had been made that theold company was charging excessive rates, and there was a populardemand for competition. The new company contracted to furnish
sonic of the city lights, and gave to private consumers a lower ratethan the old company had been charging. Competition was sharp,and the old company met the cut.

The new plant was finally sold to a Pittsburgh concern, but inthe course of eighteen months it went into receivers' hands, and itis said that the salvage from a plant that had cost $100,000 wasabout Si2.000. The net result to the city was another failure and aduplicate set of poles and wires, which encumbered the streets for
years before they were finally removed.

But before this company was utterly dead compeitloti in a mot e formidabloform again sprang up. The Newport News and Old Point Railway andElectric Company was heavily in debt, as 1 have said, and some of the localmen who knew the situation reasoned that if with a capitalization of over{2,000,000 this company could make money, how much more could a newcompany, with a capitalization of {1.000,000, prosper. And so the HamptonRoads Railway and Klectric Company was chartered to bulk! a line of roadfrom Newport News to Old Point and P.uekroe Roach by way of what isknown as the "Houlcvard." along the Hampton Roads shore. The line waspartly built, but It was of few days and full of trouble. It had a beauti¬ful route along the water front, and it had the finest cats in the State, butit. was too weak to operate, both financially and physically Its powerplant was scarcely able to pull the heavy cars over the elevated railroadbridge, and the company lost much patronage on account of the constantdelays at the bridge. The "sinews of war" finally gave out. and this com¬pany went the way of Its predecessors and fell into receivers' hands.
By the Issuance of receivers' certificates funds were obtained withv. hieb to complete the road to Old IV int. but Its doom was sealed. Therecords show that It never took In t nougb money to pay operating ex-pi nses. to say nothing 3! fixed charges. It was agreed to foreclose at receiv¬ers' sale and to accept (700,000 of bonds, with interest at I per cent, for fouryears and 4 1-2 per cent, thereafter, the bonds to bo guaranteed by theNewport New« and Obi Point Railway und Klectric Company.
The. bondholders purchased these bonds at SO. but as tney wore alsostockholders, they were assessed In an amount which made the securitiesstand them at 120. They received $700.000 in bonds, which finally broughtthe holders. 1 am informed, about 5ii cents on the dollar. The road costthe original subscribers $1.000."00, and the receivership. Including the costof extent ion to Old Point, cost about $600,00(1 more. The loss to the orig¬inal investors. 1 have, hoard, was close to $700,000.
After the receivership was wound up it wa*» very much ihe same as theresult of the famous case of .larndyec vs. Jarndyce.very little was left.Litigation consumed it. To-day nothine remains of the. property except thetiack along the Boulevard, and that has been in larg,. part rclald. Thepower house was dismantled; the. railroad bridge was sold for junk; thebridge over Hampton Creek was destroyed, and ten miles of the trackwas torn up. All that the old company retained could have been con¬structed at an original outlay of about $200,000. So there was an actualwaste of {soo.ooo. to say nothing of what tho obi company lost by thecompetition, running Into the hundreds of thousands.
All that, you may ssy, was a matter between the competing companies,and that the loss fell upon them. If so. the public would not have worried.But the public was the preatest sufferer. The money which the old com¬

pany should have spent in keeping up the property und extending It*lines was squandered in fighting competition and in buying competingplants. As a result, the property wonl down and down until It came
rear going to wrect. Not only wore no extensions made. Lilt the powerplant wore out. and O.r mor.. than a year the situation was desperate.The power plant broke down day after day; the car service was so uncer¬
tain that it could not be depended upon; lights went nut night after nU-bt.
frequently when the people were assembled at the theatres or in church, or
In some other public place. Time without number merchants had to use
candles Saturday nights to lieht their stores, and newspapers and othersmall plants using electrical power were subjected to all manner of incon¬
venience and distress. In fact, the situation became so bad that the city ap¬pealed to the' State Corporation Commission for relief.

It Is fair to say for Mr. Payne and hit, general manager. Mr. Von Schil¬
ling, that they did wonderfully well under the circumstances., and theyfinally succeeded In partially restoring the plant. Rut the cost to NewportNews can never be computed, and Mr. Payne was finally forced to sell out
to another corporation. Luckily for the community the lines have now fallen
Into the hands of a strong company which is putting in a n<w power plant
to cost $250,000. But that is just so much more money Injected Into the
concern.

I could write another chapter, hut one Is enough. I have rut vindertaken
to make an argument, but merely to write a narrative, showing what com¬
petition in this lino of oporatlon has done for Newport News.

If this experience bo worth anything to the Richmond public they are
welcome to It W 8- COPELANTJ.
Newport News, Vo., June 8, 1812.


